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PressRelease

WorldAIDSDAY2019

EndingAIDS:Empoweringyoungpeopletomakethedifference

AdolescentsandyoungpeopleconstituteagrowingshareofpeoplelivingwithHIV

worldwideandthereforeneedtobeempoweredtotakepartintheHIV response.

Globally,theUNAIDSestimatesthatin2018alone,510,000youngpeoplebetweenthe

agesof10to24werenewlyinfectedwithHIV,ofwhom 190,000wereadolescents

betweentheagesof10and19.

GhanahasmadeprogressinitsHIVandAIDSresponsehowever,therecentslightsurge

inthediseaseamongyoungpeopleisacauseofworry.WithanationalHIVprevalence

of1.69%,andanHIVpopulationof334,713in2018,datafrom theNationalAIDSControl

Programme(NACP)estimatesthattheadolescentHIVpopulation(between10-19years)

stoodat21,111,withanestimated2,062newHIVinfectionsalsorecordedin2018.

Lackoftreatmentliteracyanddedicatedadolescentfriendlyservicesforthoseliving

withHIVisagreatworryformostoftheseAdolescentsLivingwithHIVinGhana.Again,

despiteintensiveeducationandlaudablezero-stigmainitiativesinGhanaovertheyears,

mostofthem continuetofacegrossdiscernmentfrom asectionofthepopulation.

OnDecember1,2019,GhanajoinstherestoftheworldtomarkWorldAIDSWorlds

2019 with the focus on the invaluable contribution ofCommunities to the AIDS

response.CommunitiesinthiscontextreferstopeoplelivingwithHIV andallkey

populationsaffectedbytheHIVepidemic,includingyoungpeople.AsaGhanaiannot-

for-profitnon-governmentalorganizationfocusedonempoweringwomen,childrenand

theyouth,HopeforFutureGenerations(HFFG),sharesinthethemeofthisyear’sWorld

AIDSDaycommemorationthatcommunitiesarethelifebloodofaneffectiveAIDS

responseandassuchmustbeempoweredtocomeoutandtoowntheHIVresponsein

Ghana.

Wecannotasacountrysayweareachievingthe90-90-90targetsandendingAIDSby

2030ifAdolescentsLivingwithHIVinGhanaareleftoutfrom criticaldecision-making

processesconcerningtheirhealthduetostigma.Youngpeopleneedtobepartofthe

design,delivery,monitoringandevaluationofHIV servicesandactivitiesrelatedto

prevention,treatment,careandsupportofpeopleaffectedbyHIV.

TheyneedHIV servicesthatareaccessible,available,andmeetqualitystandards
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acrosstheHIVcarecascade.ThoselivingwithHIVwhengiventheneededcare,aswell

aslegalandpoliticalsupportwillhavethepowerandcapacitytoleadtheresponsein

theirownway.

AswitnessedundertheCommunitySystemsStrengthening(CSS)componentofthe

WAPCAS/GlobalFundNFM IIProjectwhichisempoweringHIV,tuberculosisand

malariacommunities youngpeoplehavebeenspecificallyempoweredtoadhereto

strictdrugschedules,intensifypsychosocialcounsellingandsupportforyoungpeople,

removebarriersandmisconceptionsaboutHIVthatimpactonthephysicalandmental

wellbeingofadolescents.Theseyoungpeoplehavehadtodevisedifferentstrategies

anddeservethesupporttodelivertowardstheachievementoftheHIVresponse.We

thereforeusetodaytoremindstakeholdersintheHIVresponsethatthetimehascome

for young people to be actively involved in the planning,development and

implementationofHIVinterventionsinGhana

HFFGandthehundredsofyoungpeoplelivingwithHIVinGhanaalsousethisoccasion

tocallontheGovernmentofGhanatoprioritizeandincreasedomesticresourcesfor

health,investmentinthegeneralhealthofyoungpeople,especiallyinthefaceof

continuousdwindlingdonorfunding.Weshouldequallyhelpinmeetingourco-financing

obligationsandmakeadequateuseofdonorfundsallottedtoGhana.

LetusEndAIDSbyempoweringyoungpeopletomakethedifference.HIVintervention

foryoungpeoplebutwithoutthem isjustamirage.

*END*

Editor’sNote

HopeforFutureGenerations(HFFG)isanational,communitynon-governmental,not-

for-profitorganizationthatseekstoimprovethehealthandsocio-economicstatusof

women,childrenandyoungpeoplethroughinnovativeandacceptableparticipatory

strategies.HFFGhasoverthelast17yearsbeenattheforefrontofvariouscommunity

interventions in Ghana and has overthe years gathered enormous expertise in

establishingandstrengtheningcommunitysystemsandstructures.Theorganization

seekstoprovideequalopportunitiesinallourinterventionsforthesetargetgroups.


