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CEASETHEMISCONCEPTIONABOUTTHECANCELLATIONOFTHETRAINEETEACHERS

ALLOWANCESEVENYEARSAGO

Asasequeltoourconstantpurgingoftheairwavesandpoliticaldiscoursefrom deceitandlies

abouteducationalissuesinthecountry,weweredismayedbytheviciousattemptbytheformer

PresidentMahamaandhisparty'snationalcommunicationsOfficerSammyGyamfitoonceagain

scratchthesurfaceofthewoundsofteachertraineeswithimpunity.

Wewishtostateonrecordsandfactsthat,theevasivecommentsbytheformerPresidentMahama

totheeffectthatthetraineeteachersallowancewasnotscrappedbutratherreplacedwithStudents'

Loanisuntrueandanarrantcontradiction.How cantheallowancebeoneinstancenotcancelled

andanotherinstancereplacedwithStudentsLoanTrustFund(SLTF)?

Firstly,weatTeachersand TraineesAdvocacy(TTA)wish to statethat,thetraineeteachers

allowancewasafreemechanized payrolldisbursementwhichhad no repaymentclausesand

interestrateaccrualstotheconsolidatedfund.Thetraineeteachersallowancescannotbereplaced

orsubstitutedwithaloanschemewhichcomeswitharepayableclausesandmassivestringent

conditionsbeforeateachertraineecouldaccesstheloanwithSLTF.Someoftheherculeanhurdles

including;thetaskofgettingaguarantorwhoisaSSNITcontributorfor36monthscontinuous,

gettingahighrankingpublicservanttoendorse andwitnesstheloanapplicationformsbeforethe

applicationcouldbesent.

Sadly,accordingtoourresearch,only30%oftraineeteacherswereabletogothroughtheordeals

anddifficultqualifyingconditionstoaccessthestudentsloan,from theyear2013to2016whenthe
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allowancewascancelled.

Also,thedistortedfactthatthecollegesofeducationwereupgradedtoofferfirstdegreeandthat

meritedthescrappingoftheallowancecomeswithabigsurprisetous.Thisassertionisvery

shockingandunfounded.Infact,theveryfirstbatchoffirstdegreestudentsinthecollegesof

educationwereadmittedintheyear2018andexpectedtograduateintheyear2022.Sowhywasthe

trutheludedinthestatementoftheformerpresident?

Inconclusion,wewishtoadmonishthetraineeteacherstocontinuetoexerciserestraintsinventing

theirspleenwhendesperatepoliticiansdistortfactabouttheirpainfulandregrettableexperience

theyenduredduring2013to2016academicyearwhentheirallowanceswerescrapped.Wecould

howeveragreewiththeformerpresidentthat,thegoodandbeneficialtraineeteachersallowance

wascancelledandreplacedwithacumbersomeanddifficult-to-accessstudentloan.

Let'sallrisebeyondpettypoliticsandbeaspatrioticaswecantoraisethestatusquoofthe

teachingprofession.Theeducationsectoristoosensitivetobeusedasapoliticalfootballmatch.

Thankyou.

AntwiKarikariPatrick SaoBenard
NationalConvener-TTA, DirectorofPublicity
TeacherTrainees’EducationAnalyst +233245185314/+233204424278
+233249557676/+233502974884.
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