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realising the volume of transcription work required. While the Legal Officer of 

the University submitted her closing arguments on December 15, Counsel for the 

four elected executives requested another week of extension which was granted 

to him by the Chair and was expected to submit his response by December 22, 

2022. Counsel however filed his closing arguments on December 23, 2022. 

Counsel for Mr. Frank Asare opted not to file any closing statements. 

• Added to the closing statement of the Counsel for the four elected executives is 

an audio file178 purported to be evidence supporting the assertations made by Mr. 

Gati. Counsel did not present this audio to the Board before or during the hearing. 

Respondents did not testify regarding the audio. The Chair, however, admitted it 

per Rule 9(3) of the Rules of Procedure of Disciplinary Boards and Committees 

since they relied on it for their closing arguments. 

9.0 FINDINGS 

After a critical review of the testimonies and evidence before the Board, the following 

findings were made: 

9.1. General findings 

1. Two JCR meetings were organised between August 18 and 19, 2022. The first was 

an emergency meeting petitioned by seventy (70) JCR Members, and the second was 

a general meeting sanctioned by the Executive Committee. 

2. With regards to the four elected JCR executives, their initial defence was that they 

did not author the statement, and did not know of its authorship or source. When 

confronted with incontrovertible evidence, they changed their defence and asserted 

that  Mr. Gati indeed delivered the address but with no malicious intent and that their 

initial defence was in respect of the statement as it is on the Commonwealth 

letterhead179. This argument is untenable. Their initial response to the Board 

specifically referred to the “contents of the defamation address”180 and not the 

letterhead and therefore this argument is an afterthought.  

3. Another defence they sought to advance was that the charges brought against the four 

elected executives were in respect of the meeting on August 19. Again, this argument 

is untenable because it is explicitly stated that the charges are in respect of events on 

or about the 19th of August. In any case, the Respondents were presented with video 

evidence from both days – the first (August 18) was published on YouTube by 

andydotcom TV and the second (August 19) was published on the vandalsug 

Instagram page. 

 
178 See Audio Exhibit 3 
179 Appendix 9, p.3 
180 Appendix 7, p.2 
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4. The statement read by Mr. Gati on behalf of the elected JCR executives was clearly 

not targeted at effecting any change through the University Council but rather just to 

denigrate and embarrass senior management of the University, particularly the Vice-

chancellor and Pro Vice-Chancellor, ASA. 

5. The categorical statements in the address were baseless, unjustified and not supported 

by any credible or sustainable evidence. Counsel for the four elected executives in 

his closing arguments181 claimed that Mr. Gati’s honest belief in the involvement of 

Senior Management in the clashes was based on a leaked audio182 circulating on the 

University campus. The Respondent in question never testified to that and the 

veracity of the said video was not even established during the hearings or in his 

closing statements.  

6. The so-called impeccable source of intelligence from which most of the assertions 

and averments were drawn is the Deputy Senior Hall Tutor of Commonwealth Hall, 

Dr. Sarkodie. 

The following are the specific findings for each Respondent: 

9.2. Mr. Frank Asare 

1. Mr. Asare successfully argued that he did not participate in the planning, organising 

or sanctioning of the JCR meeting on or about August 19, 2022. This has been 

confirmed by the testimonies of the other elected executive members. 

2. Mr. Asare successfully argued that he had no prior knowledge of the agenda or 

purpose of the JCR meeting on or about August 19, 2022.  

3. Notwithstanding (2) above, Mr. Asare upon reasonable suspicion that the intended 

meeting could be about the recent University Council’s decision on the alleged clash 

between Commonwealth and Mensah Sarbah Halls, took steps to dissuade his elected 

colleagues from doing or saying anything that had the potential to aggravate the 

tension on campus by advising and cautioning them in a WhatsApp message shared 

on the Executive platform. This message was confirmed by the Board to have been 

sent a day before the meeting on August 19. He further contacted the JCR President 

in person to express his opinion on why the meeting would be unnecessary if it would 

be about the University Council’s decision. 

4. Mr. Asare successfully argued that he was not present at the JCR meeting held on or 

about August 19, 2022, and did not have knowledge of the statement titled “State of 

the Commonwealth Hall” that was read at the meeting, before or immediately after 

 
181 Appendix 9. p.8 
182 See Audio Exhibit 3 
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the meeting. He only became aware of the statement after he was served with the 

summons. 

5. Mr. Asare agreed that the statement alleged to have been read at the JCR meeting 

held on or about August 19, 2022, on behalf of the Commonwealth JCR executives 

contained allusions and averments that had no basis without evidence. He also 

maintained that the meeting was unnecessary and futile. 

9.3. Mr. Paul Anim Inkoom 

1. Mr. Inkoom admitted under oath to sanctioning the two JCR meetings organised on 

August 18 and 19, 2022, within the premises of the Commonwealth Hall. He also 

sanctioned his Vice-President to preside over the meetings in his stead. This was 

despite the counsel that was given to the executive committee and particularly to him 

by the JCR Legal Adviser to either call off the meetings or to desist from saying 

anything that had the potential to further aggravate tensions on campus. This act of 

sanctioning the meetings is therefore tantamount to allowing the organisation of the 

two JCR meetings that led to the delivery and publication of an address containing 

false and obnoxious accusations and defamatory statements against Senior 

Management of the University.  

2. Mr. Inkoom further admitted under oath to participating in the planning, coordination 

and execution of the two JCR meetings organised on August 18 and 19, 2022, within 

the premises of the Commonwealth Hall. He also admitted to having foreknowledge 

of the agenda for the meetings which they discussed as an Executive Committee. 

Therefore, although he was not present at the two JCR meetings, his act of 

participating in the organisation of the two JCR meetings is tantamount to conspiring, 

aiding and abetting the organisation of the two JCR meetings that led to the delivery 

and publication of an address containing false and obnoxious accusations and 

defamatory statements against Senior Management of the University. 

3. Mr. Inkoom admitted that without evidence portions of the statement were 

inappropriate. This notwithstanding, he could not provide any evidence to support 

any of the allegations and accusations in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12, the petition and 

the conclusion of the address. He also could not provide the impeccable sources of 

their investigations. This implies that there was no reasonable basis for the statements 

referred to above. Statute 42(1)(n) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 (as 

amended) stipulates: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(n) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 
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Regulation 7.11(c)(xiv) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members, 

2017 also states: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xiv) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

4. Mr. Inkoom admitted that the statements that were read, whether true or not had the 

potential of damaging the reputation of the University and should have been handled 

internally. This notwithstanding, he went ahead to sanction the meetings that led to 

the publication of the said statements and participated in its planning and 

organisation. What is more, Mr. Inkoom consistently refused to condemn the actions 

of his Vice-President by insisting that he was sure that the Vice-President had 

evidence, even though he admitted to not seeing any evidence. As the conduct of the 

Vice-President was binding on the elected executive committee coupled with the fact 

that Mr. Inkoom did not think it wise to dissociate himself from the statement, he was 

liable for causing damage to the good name of the University of Ghana. Regulation 

7.11(f)(ii) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members also states: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(ii)  Wilfully cause damage to University property or the good name of the 

University and incite others to cause such damage. 

5. Further to (4), the defamatory address of the Vice-President on behalf of the JCR 

executives, portions of it or news stories about it were published on various media 

outlets including GHOne TV, 3News, YouTube and the Commonwealth Instagram 

page183. In addition, the address was read to a group of students on campus. 

Accordingly, he is liable for publishing defamatory statements about Senior 

Management. Regulation 7.11(f)(iii) of the University of Ghana Regulations for 

Junior Members also provides: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(iii) Publish defamatory material on the campus. 

6. The claim that he does not know where the media got the video is unsustainable. Mr. 

Inkoom had testified that on August 19 there was a press conference organised by the 

Hall Council and OVA at the hall. It was around this time that the second JCR 

meeting was held. Portions of the address (specifically the petition) were published 

by GHOne TV showing the executives this time adorned in their ceremonial clothes 

 
183 See Appendix 11 and Video Exhibit 1 and 2 
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delivering the address184. The contrast in the appearance of the executives for the two 

days could only suggest that the event of the 18th was likely a dress rehearsal for the 

meeting on the 19th when the media was expected to be present and for which they 

dressed accordingly. The video which was also published on the Commonwealth’s 

Instagram page was tagged with media outlets and other personalities indicating the 

intention for the statement or parts of it to reach far and wide185. It is, therefore, 

farfetched to say that they did not know how it got to the media, or that their meeting 

was just with JCR members.  

7. Even though Mr. Inkoom was not present at both JCR meetings, he was part of the 

planning of the meeting, he had the final authority to sanction the meetings and he 

did. He was aware of the agenda because he participated in discussing it, and he 

sanctioned his Vice to act in his stead. He, therefore, conspired, aided, and abetted 

the commission of the offences outlined in charge 5 of his charge sheet186. Statute 

42(1)(o) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 (as amended) provides: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(o) counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes. 

Similarly, Regulation 7.11(c)(xv)of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior 

Members provides: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xv)  counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes 

8. Additionally, Mr. Inkoom did not demonstrate credibility before the Board. There 

were several inconsistencies and some verifiably misleading claims in his testimony 

and arguments. For instance, 

i. Mr. Inkoom’s account of how he came to know andydotcom, an old vandal who 

was behind the YouTube channel that published the video footage of the JCR 

meeting held on August 18 is questionable. Through the Board’s investigations, 

it was found that on YouTube, when a video is set to private, it is impossible to 

see the name of the channel as well187. He, therefore, could not have possibly seen 

the name of the channel. Subsequently, the Vice President, Mr. Bright Gati 

 
184 See attached Video Exhibit 2 
185 See also Appendix 8, p. 23 
186 Appendix 1 
187 Appendix 13 
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admitted to tampering with the evidence when he called the owner of the channel 

to take down the video. 

ii. The claim that he did not know about the statement until he was served is also 

unsustainable. Mr. Inkoom participated in planning the meeting and discussing 

the agenda and cannot deny knowledge of what was going to be said. He even 

recalled the agenda for the meeting which was the title of the statement. He was 

aware because the Vice-President only presided in his stead and therefore 

delivered a speech he’d have otherwise delivered. It was also established that 

none of the above could have been done without his knowledge. In fact, he 

sanctioned the meeting and considering the Legal Advisor’s advice, decided to 

excuse himself from attending both meetings to supposedly protect himself188. 

9.4. Mr. Bright Gati 

1. Mr. Gati admitted under oath to reading the address titled: “State of the 

Commonwealth” at both JCR meetings of the Commonwealth Hall held on the 18th 

and 19th of August 2022. 

2. Mr. Gati could not provide any substantive and sustainable evidence to support any 

of the allegations and accusations he made in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12, the petition 

and the conclusion of the address. Therefore, there was no reasonable basis for the 

statements referred to above. Statute 42(1)(n) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 

(as amended) stipulates: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(n) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

Regulation 7.11(c)(xiv) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members, 

2017 also states: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xiv) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

Even though Mr. Gati consistently claimed that he had no malicious intent for the 

statements he read and the claims he made, the strong and unwholesome language 

used particularly on the Vice-Chancellor and Pro Vice-Chancellor, ASA and other 

senior officials of the University cannot be taken lightly. 

 
188 Appendix 8, p. 21 
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3. Mr. Gati admitted that the statements he read were derogatory, yet, he stood by them. 

These statements have been published by the media and have brought the Offices of 

the Vice-Chancellor and Pro Vice-Chancellor, ASA as well as the name of the whole 

university into disrepute. He is therefore liable for causing damage to the good name 

of the University of Ghana. Regulation 7.11(f)(ii) of the University of Ghana 

Regulations for Junior Members also states: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(ii)  Wilfully cause damage to University property or the good name of the 

University and incite others to cause such damage. 

4. The defamatory address delivered by Mr. Gati, portions of it or news stories about it 

were published on various media outlets including GHOne TV, 3News, YouTube 

and the Commonwealth Instagram page189. In addition, he read the address to 

students within the premises of the Commonwealth Hall. Accordingly, he is liable 

for publishing defamatory statements about Senior Management. Regulation 

7.11(f)(iii) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members also provides: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(iii) Publish defamatory material on the campus. 

The claim that he did not intend for the address to find its way into the meeting is 

untenable. Mr. Gati and indeed his other colleagues had testified that on August 19 

there was a press conference organised by the Hall Council and OVA at the hall. It 

was around this time that the second JCR meeting was held. Portions of the address 

(specifically the petition) were published by GHOne TV showing the executives, led 

by Mr. Gati adorned in their ceremonial cloth delivering the address190. It is, 

therefore, untenable to say that he had no intentions for the address to get to the media 

especially when they did not write to the University Council to take action on their 

petitions. The intention to catch the attention of the media was clear (particularly on 

the second day) and he and his colleagues dressed accordingly for it.   

5. Mr. Gati admitted that the defamatory statements emanated from the four elected 

executives and that he contributed to composing the statement. He was also evidently 

involved in planning the meeting and he presided over the meeting in the absence of 

the President. He, therefore, conspired, aided, and abetted the commission of the 

offences outlined in charge 5 of his charge sheet191. Statute 42(1)(o) of the University 

of Ghana Statute 2011 (as amended) provides: 

 
189 See Appendix 11 and Video Exhibit 1 and 2 
190 see video Exhibit 2 
191 Appendix 2 
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Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(o) counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes. 

Similarly, Regulation 7.11(c)(xv)of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior 

Members provides: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xv)  counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes 

6. Additionally, Mr. Gati admitted to tampering with evidence when he reached out to 

the owner of the YouTube channel andydotcom TV to pull down the video evidence 

that was shared with them. 

7. Mr. Gati was evasive in his testimonies and did not answer simple questions. For 

instance, he was unwilling to reveal the specific roles that each executive member 

played in composing the defamatory statement even though he admitted they all 

played a role in composing it. He was also evasive about who manages their social 

media platforms. 

8. Finally, Mr. Gati admitted that the statements he made could potentially exacerbate 

tensions on campus. He also said that he had thought about the consequences of his 

actions meaning that this was a well-thought-through attack on senior management 

of the university and despite the caution of the JCR Legal Advisor, he carried out his 

plan anyway. Therefore, even though Mr. Gati expressed regret and asked for an 

opportunity to apologise for his statements and the claims he made in the statement, 

he needs to be held liable for his actions.  

9.5. Mr. Daniel Kofi Boakye 

1. Mr. Boakye admitted under oath to participating in the organisation of the two JCR 

meetings on August 18 and 19, 2022. Specifically, he issued the notice of the meeting 

at the instance of the President, set up the meetings, and called the emergency JCR 

meeting to order by informing the JCR member about the purpose of the meeting and 

introducing the Vice-President192. Furthermore, he stood by the Vice-President as he 

read the “State of the Commonwealth” address on both days and agreed that he was 

bound by the address. These acts are tantamount to organising, conspiring, aiding and 

abetting the organisation of the two JCR meetings that led to the delivery and 

 
192 See video Exhibit A 
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publication of an address containing false and obnoxious accusations and defamatory 

statements against Senior Management of the University. 

2. Mr. Boakye could not provide any evidence to support any of the allegations and 

accusations in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 12, the petition and the conclusion of the 

address. The purported intel from the so-called impeccable source does not provide 

any justification for the inferences and accusations that were drawn from them. He 

also admitted that the statements were knowingly made and some of the claims were 

inappropriate and defamatory. This implies that there was no reasonable basis for the 

statements referred to above. Statute 42(1)(n) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 

(as amended) stipulates: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(n) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

Regulation 7.11(c)(xiv) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members, 

2017 also states: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xiv) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

3. Mr. Boakye admitted that the statements read by the Vice-President had the potential 

to affect the reputation of the University, yet indicated that he stands by the 

statements of his Vice-President, even in the absence of any sustainable evidence. He 

is, therefore, liable for causing damage to the good name of the University of Ghana. 

Regulation 7.11(f)(ii) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members 

also states: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(ii)  Wilfully cause damage to University property or the good name of the 

University and incite others to cause such damage. 

4. Mr. Boakye admitted that some of the statements were defamatory. The defamatory 

address of the Vice-President on behalf of the elected executives, portions of it or 

news stories about it were published on various media outlets including GHOne TV, 

3News, YouTube and the Commonwealth Instagram page193. In addition, the address 

was read to a group of students within the premises of the Commonwealth Hall. 

 
193 See Appendix 11 and Video Exhibit  1 and 2 
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Accordingly, he is liable for publishing defamatory statements about Senior 

Management. Regulation 7.11(f)(iii) of the University of Ghana Regulations for 

Junior Members also provides: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(iii) Publish defamatory material on the campus. 

5. Mr. Boakye was part of the planning of the meeting, he set up the meeting and also 

stood with the Vice-President as he delivered the defamatory address. He, therefore, 

conspired, aided, and abetted the commission of the offences outlined in charge 5 of 

his charge sheet194. Statute 42(1)(o) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 (as 

amended) provides: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(o) counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes. 

Similarly, Regulation 7.11(c)(xv)of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior 

Members provides: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xv)  counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes 

6. Additionally, Mr. Boakye did not demonstrate credibility before the Board. For 

instance, he insisted that the executives never discussed the agenda of the meeting 

yet he is on record as the one who called the emergency meeting to order, informed 

the gathering about the purpose of the meeting and even introduced the Vice-

President to address the members. He was also evasive in his testimony.  

9.6. Mr. Daniel Odoi Nyarko 

1. Mr. Nyarko admitted that the defamatory statement emanated from the four elected 

executives and that he contributed to composing the statement195. He was also 

evidently involved in planning the meeting. He, therefore, conspired, aided, and 

abetted the commission of the offences outlined in charge 5 of his charge sheet196. 

Statute 42(1)(o) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 (as amended) provides: 

 
194 Appendix 3 
195 Appendix 19, pp. 8 and 11 
196 Appendix 4 
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Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(o) counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes. 

Similarly, Regulation 7.11(c)(xv)of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior 

Members provides: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xv)  counsel, procure, conspire with, abet, incite or aid a person in the commission 

of an offence defined in these Statutes 

2. Mr. Nyarko could not provide any substantive and sustainable evidence to support 

any of the allegations and accusations contained in the address. Therefore, there were 

no reasonable basis for the statements made in the address. Statute 42(1)(n) of the 

University of Ghana Statute 2011 (as amended) stipulates: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no member 

of the University shall: 

(n) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

Regulation 7.11(c)(xiv) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior Members, 

2017 also states: 

Without prejudice to the application of the national laws by the University, no Junior 

Member of the University shall: 

(xiv) knowingly or maliciously bring a false charge against any member of the 

University 

Even Mr. Nyarko eventually admitted that most of the contents of the address were 

baseless, had no evidence backing them and lacked merit197 and that the 

unwholesome language used particularly on the Vice-Chancellor and Pro Vice-

Chancellor, ASA could not have been with good intent. 

3. Mr. Nyarko admitted that their actions have dented the reputation of the University, 

yet, he stood by the Vice-President on both days as he read the defamatory address. 

He is, therefore, liable for causing damage to the good name of the University of 

 
197 Appendix 19, p. 49 
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Ghana. Regulation 7.11(f)(ii) of the University of Ghana Regulations for Junior 

Members also states: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(ii)  Wilfully cause damage to University property or the good name of the 

University and incite others to cause such damage. 

4. Mr. Nyarko admitted that the address contained defamatory statements. The 

defamatory address of the Vice-President on behalf of the elected executives, 

portions of it or news stories about it were published on various media outlets 

including GHOne TV, 3News, YouTube and the Commonwealth Instagram page198. 

In addition, the address was read to a group of students within the premises of the 

Commonwealth Hall. Accordingly, he is liable for publishing defamatory statements 

about Senior Management. Regulation 7.11(f)(iii) of the University of Ghana 

Regulations for Junior Members also provides: 

In addition to offences stated above, it shall be an offence for a Junior Member to: 

(iii) Publish defamatory material on the campus. 

5. Mr. Nyarko was evasive in his testimonies and did not answer simple questions. For 

instance, he was unwilling to reveal the specific roles that each executive member 

played in composing the defamatory statement even though he admitted they all 

played a role in composing it.  

10.0 CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the Board unanimously finds Mr. Paul Anim Inkoom, Mr. Bright Gati, 

Mr. Daniel Kofi Boakye and Mr. Daniel Odoi Nyarko guilty of misconduct contrary to 

Statutes 42(1)(n) and (o) of the University of Ghana Statute 2011 (as amended), and 

Regulations 7.11(c)(xiv) and (xv); and (f)(ii) and (iii)) of the University of Ghana 

Regulations for Junior Members for organising or allowing the organisation of a JCR 

meeting that led to the delivery and publication of an address containing false and 

obnoxious accusations and defamatory statements against Senior Management of the 

University and causing damage to the name of the University. 

The Board, however, finds Mr. Frank Asare not guilty on all counts. 

 

 

 
198 See Appendix 11 and Video Exhibit 1 and 2 
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11.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Board considered the gravity of the offence and recommended the following: 

1. Discharge and acquit Mr. Frank Asare and clear his academic records 

accordingly. 

2. Mr. Bright Gati, Mr. Paul Anim Inkoom, Mr. Daniel Kofi Boakye and Mr. 

Daniel Odoi Nyarko should be suspended from the University for three 

academic years in accordance with Section 45(g) of the Statutes of the 

University of Ghana, 2011 (as amended). 

3. Mr. Paul Anim Inkoom’s suspension should run concurrently with the 

sanction in his previous case. 

The Board in determining this recommendation considered other mitigating factors as 

espoused in Rule 13 (4) of the Rules of Procedure of Disciplinary Boards and 

Committees. Members of the Board took this into consideration during approximately 

ten hours of deliberations before this sanction was arrived at. The Board, therefore, 

suggests that the student body should be cautioned that going forward any such 

misconduct when proven, will attract a stiffer punishment. 

The Board is of the opinion that the proposed sanction is commensurate with the offence, 

and further notes the following: 

• The action of the elected JCR Executives of the Commonwealth Hall brought the 

Offices of the Vice-Chancellor, Pro Vice-Chancellor and the University as a 

whole into disrepute. 

• Although the four elected executives eventually expressed regret to the Board, 

they all did not do so before or immediately after they were charged or reached 

out to senior management to apologise or make an offer to amend. Rather, they 

appeared before the Board with a false defence denying vehemently any 

knowledge of the authorship and source of the statements.  

• The sanction will serve as a deterrent to students, particularly, student leaders in 

their future interactions with senior officers of the University. 

• The four elected executives were dishonest in their testimonies. For instance, 

when they were given the opportunity to come clean by furnishing them with the 

evidence ahead of time, they tampered with the evidence by removing it and 

sought to mislead the Board that the evidence was not accessible to them. This is 

criminal behaviour. 

• The four elected executives did not demonstrate credibility before the Board and 

committed perjury by lying under oath. There were several inconsistencies and 
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some verifiably misleading claims in their testimonies and arguments. Despite 

numerous opportunities afforded the four elected executives to reverse course and 

avail themselves to mitigation of sanctions they failed to avail themselves and 

persisted with untruthfulness and evasiveness. 

  


