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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE GADANGME COUNCIL, ACCRA. 

"BAN ON DRUMMING AND NOISE MAKING -THE DODOWA DEBACLE" 

The attention of the GaDangme Council has been drawn to a Joint Declaration which was allegedly 
concluded between the Ministry of Chieftaincy and Religious Affairs; Greater-Accra Regional House 
of Chiefs; the Greater-Accra Regional Coordinating Council led by the Regional Minister; Faith-Based 
Organizations and Representatives of Traditional Councils in the Greater-Accra Region which 
Declaration dealt with the Annual Ban on Drumming and Noise Making. 

The Joint Declaration sought to modify the total ban on drumming and noise-making imposed by the 
Ga Traditional Council within parts of the Greater-Accra Region which it had done from time 
immemorial 

The Joint Declaration contrary to the total ban now permits Faith-Based Organizations to use 
microphones, at reduced volumes which includes public address systems; and the clapping of hands 
at minimum levels confined to the church's auditorium. 

What is troubling about the Joint Declaration is that though the ban was imposed by the Ga 
Traditional Council those who initiated the process of modifying the ban rather chose to go to the 
Greater-Accra Regional House of Chiefs at the time most of the Chiefs of the Ga Traditional Council, 
had travelled outside the jurisdiction to attend a GaDangme International Programme in the US. 

It must be recalled that after this year's ban was announced, the Ministry of Chieftaincy and Religious 
Affairs attempted to modify the effects of the ban, by putting up a statement similar to what took place 
at the Regional House of Chiefs at Dodowa. On that occasion, the Ga Traditional Council promptly 
reacted in a statement Issued by the Council and signed by the Ga Mantse, Nii Tackie Teiko Tsuru II 
rejecting the use of microphones and public address systems by the clergy or any other at reduced 
volumes in Church Auditoriums, etc and directed the general public to adhere to the earlier statement 
issued by the Ga Traditional Council. 

Of particular interest is the fact that on the date the ban was announced ahead to take effect from the 
15th of May 2023, the Honourable Greater-Accra Regional Minister was present at the Ga Traditional 
Council and was captured on video assuring the Chiefs and members of the Ga Traditional Council 
that the Traditional values and culture of GaDangme people must stay and must be protected. He 
there and then directed the Regional Service Commanders to direct their subordinates to work with 
the MMDCES to ensure the ban is adhered to. He was lauded by all present. 

It must be noted that to enforce the ban the Ga Traditional Council and all other Traditional Councils, 
the Councils have over the years formed task forces led by Wulomei and Asafoiatsemei who seize 
noise-making instruments and after the culprits have settled their issues with the authorities, the 
instruments mostly from faith-based organizations or drinking spots were returned with a warning. We 
must commend the many Orthodox Churches which have over the years respected the total ban. 

Surprisingly, the Regional Minister who gave assurance to the Chiefs and members of the Ga 
Traditional Council of full compliance with the ban which he described as custom and not idol worship, 
was again the leader of the delegation to the Greater-Accra Regional House of Chiefs with an already 
prepared document entitled: 
"Joint Declaration On The Annual Ban On Drumming And Noise-Making By The Mistry of Chieftaincy 

and Religious Affairs, Greater-Accra Regional House of Chiefs, The Greater-Accra Regional 
Coordinating Council And Faith Based Organizations (FBO)" 

Our discreet investigations as to why some representatives of Traditional Councils in the Greater
Accra Region were present and allegedly appended their signatures to the Joint Declaration which 
acts we considered incongruous as Traditional leaders and persons expected to uphold the customs 
and traditions, revealed that upon arrival at the Guggisberg Hall, they were supplied with Attendance 
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